
APPENDIX 6 

Responses from Stakeholders to the public consultation exercise on Alfriston High 
Street Traffic Management  Proposals   
 
1.  Details of  the stakeholder consultation  
 
As part of the consultation letters were sent to a number of key stakeholders inviting them to 
comment on the proposals. Letters were sent to the following organisations:    
 

 East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service 

 Sussex Police 

 South East Coast Ambulance Service 

 Freight Transport Association * 

 Road Haulage Association 

 Public Transport Services (ESCC)  

 Alfriston Parish Council 

 South Downs National Park  

 Cuckmere Buses  

 Highways England  

 Natural England  

 Wealden District Council  

 English Heritage  

 Alfriston Emergency Committee 
 
2. Response from Stakeholders  
 
Responses were received from the following Stakeholders:  
 

 Sussex Police  

 South East Cost Ambulance Service 

 Cuckmere Buses  

 Compass Travel  

 Highways England 

 Alfriston Parish Council 

 South Downs National Park    
  
A copy of each of the responses is shown below.  
 



Response from Sussex Police    
 

 
 



Response from South East Coast Ambulance Service  
 

 
 From: Giles Adams [mailto:Giles.Adams@secamb.nhs.uk] Sent: 31 May 2016 09:22 To: Chris Tree TE 
Subject: RE: Alfriston High Street Traffic Consultation  

Hi Chris  
This would seem to be a suitable solution for the centre of Alfriston. If we were proceeding under 
emergency conditions we would do so with care using visual and audible warning as we do now so it 
would not impede us.  
Kind regards  
Giles 
 
  



Response from Cuckmere Buses 
 

  



 
 



Response from Compass Travel  
 

From: Chris Chatfield 

Sent: 19 May 2016 14:36 
To: CET PTS Public Transport 

Cc: ~Z Ext Compass Travel (J Beckley) 
Subject: RE: Traffic in Alfriston village 

 
Hi Colin 
 
This is the first I’ve seen off this – should we have received other details as a bus operator? 
However I’ve discussed this with Joe – and with our Lewes supervisors – and we all agree 
that this proposal for traffic lights is a positive one and would help solve the problem of large 
vehicles meeting and blocking the street in the middle of Alfriston. 
 
Regards 
Chris 
 
Chris Chatfield 
Managing Director 
Compass Travel (Sussex) Limited 
Faraday Close 
Worthing 
West Sussex BN13 3RB 
 
Tel: 01903 690025 
 
Registered in England No 4096610 
 
From: CET PTS Public Transport [ 

Sent: 18 May 2016 15:50 

To: ~D ETE PSV Transport Operators 
Subject: Traffic in Alfriston village 

 
Dear  colleagues 

 

The County Council has opened a consultat ion  regarding proposa ls to place t ra ffic lights 

a t  the southern end of Alfr iston  to address the conflicts tha t  can  ar ise between t ra ffic 

st reams and a lso with pedest r ians on th is nar row sect ion  of road. 

 

We have sent  deta ils of th is consulta t ion  t o the opera tors who run  public bus services or  

h ired school t ransport  services to or  through the village. If you are not  amongst  that  

group but  have an in terest  (pr iva te h ires/tours via  the village, for  example) and would like 

deta ils, please let  us know. 

 

Colin  Eaton 

Transpor t  Hub 

East  Sussex County Council 

 



Response from Highways England  
 

 
 



Response from Alfriston Parish Council  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Response from South Downs National Park   
 
Q1. To what extent do you agree with the following statements in relation to traffic in 
the narrow section of Alfriston High Street between Star Lane and Chestnuts Tea Room 
- TRAFFIC - There are traffic related problems in this section of the High Street 
 
1a) There are traffic related problems in this section of the High Street 
 
Response: Agree. 
 
1b) Congestion caused by vehicles trying to pass one another is a problem 
 
Response: Disagree. 
 
1c) Vehicles mounting the pavement causes problems for pedestrians 
 
Response: Strongly Disagree. 
 
1d) Vehicles mounting the pavement and striking buildings is a problem 
 
Response: Strongly Disagree. 
 
Please use the space below to provide any additional information or comments in 
support of your responses 
 
Response:   it is drivers driving on the pavements when pedestrians are on the pavement who 
cause any problem – not vehicles doing so of their choice. If drivers chose not to or couldn’t 
drive on the pavement when pedestrians were on them then that conflict wouldn’t occur. 
 
Similarly it is drivers who are unaware of the size of their vehicles that cause problems with 
striking buildings. 
 
Q2. To what extent do you support the introduction of the proposed traffic signal 
scheme and 20mph speed limit in the centre of the village? 
 
Response: Strongly oppose. 
 
Please use this space to provide additional comments in support of your response or 
about the proposals 
 
Response: average speeds in the High Street are already around or below the 20mph level so 
additional signage is completely unnecessary. 
 
The associated paraphernalia and highways furniture and road markings etc create a 
completely vehicle centric view of the High Street, are at odds with the conservation zone, 
historic nature of the settlement and would have a devastating impact on the historic character 
of Alfriston, which is one of the SDNP’s best Conservation Areas. Either scheme would do 
very little, if anything, to create a welcoming environment for visitors on foot to move around 
the village and spend time and money in the various shops and hostelries. 
The scheme goes against much of what is set out in the Conservation Area Appraisal and 
Management Plan, which was adopted to (inter alia)… inform the other activities of the 
SDNPA and its partners. The latter clearly would include the County Council. 
 
Under Sect 62 of the Environment Act (1995) ESCC has a duty to have regard to the 
purposes of the NP when it carries out any duties. The works themselves should meet the 



Duty, and the solutions offered with the introduction of a plethora of traffic lights, build outs, 
lots of yellow and white paint, and lots of signage would have a devastating impact on the 
historic character of Alfriston, the solutions being considered worse than the original problem. 
 
With a consensus from the community unlikely as to what to do it may be that some more 
radical ideas are needed for an overall solution or partial solution to be found. Serious 
consideration and thought should be given to the types of journey being undertaken, the types 
of vehicles using the route and by whom, and the times of day etc etc on the road between 
Drusilla’s roundabout on the A27 and through to Seaford to discourage some vehicle types or 
types of journey, allow others to visit the through more sustainable transport means or routes, 
and provide more parking options that reduce the need to access the village unnecessarily. 
 
Q3. Which of the two possible options for the location of the signals at the southern 
end of the High Street do you prefer? 
 
Response: Neither of these 
 
If you support neither of the options please state why in the space below or use this 
space to provide additional comments about the proposals 
 
Response: either signalised option introduces too much urbanisation and destroys the historic 
setting character of the settlement. It is likely that further works would be required at the 
northern end of the village to extend the no waiting box further northwards with implications for 
the informal crossing point from the Willows car park.  
 
Either traffic light scheme creates a vehicle centred solution with little, if any, thought to how 
the very many visitors and residents can move around safely and enjoyably. 
 
Using Star Lane as a one-way street would necessitate moving the South Downs Way 
National Trail. Any of the schemes would put horse riders at risk of having to wait in controlled 
traffic queues  
 
The formalisation of traffic flows around the market cross also creates insurmountable 
difficulties for the Cuckmere Community Bus which uses that space outside the village shop to 
park and wait. 
 
 
 
 
 


